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U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon Mau-
ra Connelly on Thursday met with 
Marada Movement leader MP Su-
leiman Franjieh at his residence in 
Bnachii, raising concerns regarding 
Defense Minister Fayez Ghosn’s “re-
cent trip to Iran and his statements 
from Tehran,” the U.S. embassy in 
Beirut said in a statement.

Ghosn’s statements “suggest the 
Minister’s discussions could poten-
tially lead to violations by Lebanon 
of United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 1747 and 1929,” the em-
bassy quoted Connelly as saying.

“She further reiterated the United 
States’ view that Lebanon must re-
spect all of its international obliga-
tions,” said the embassy.

Connelly and Franjieh also discussed 
the political and security situation in 
Lebanon and the current situation in 
Syria. 
The U.S. envoy expressed her coun-
try’s “deep concern that the Syrian 
regime continues its violent oppres-
sion of the Syrian people, including 
the ongoing assault on Homs,” calling 
for the immediate cessation of “attacks 
against civilians and safe conduct of 
humanitarian assistance to the belea-
guered Syrian people.” 

She also underscored U.S. concerns 
that “developments in Syria not con-
tribute to instability in Lebanon,” 
stressing “the commitment of the 
United States to a stable, sovereign 
and independent Lebanon.”

Ghosn stressed Sunday that “Leba-
non’s people, army and resistance are 
an invincible fortress in the face of Is-
rael,” noting that the Lebanese “will 
never forget that Iran stood by them 
in great difficulties,” during talks with 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahma-
dinejad in Tehran.
Ghosn also said that Israel would fear 
Iran’s reaction, should it consider 
moving in a hostile way against any 
regional country.
For his part, Ahmadinejad told the 
minister that Lebanon and Iran should 
work toward unity to confront the 
west and Israel, Iran’s official news 
agency reported.
The Iranian leader asked Ghosn to 
“resist the plots” of “domination-
seeking powers,” IRNA said.
“Friendships and brotherhood should 
be improved,” Ahmadinejad said. He 
warned that Israel would carry “a mas-
sacre against all nations of the region” 
if it could. “Therefore, we should 
support and stand by each other more 
than before,” he added.
Earlier on Sunday, Ghosn met with 
Iran’s Defense Minister Gen. Ahmad 
Vahidi.
“Strengthening the Lebanese army is 
among the strategic policies of Iran,” 
the Iranian minister said. “Lebanon 
should have a strong army to defend 
its interest in the region.”

Lebanon’s security was “an important 
part of stability in the region,” Vahidi 
added, according to an online report 
by Iran’s state broadcaster IRIB.

In return Ghosn said, “Right now 
there is a complete coordination be-
tween the army and the resistance.”

“Iran and Lebanon have always 
backed one another and we hope that 
bilateral interaction increases,” Ghosn 
added.

He warned Israel against “any foolish-
ness in attacking Lebanon,” saying if 
it did so, it would face “a strong and 
unified army and resistance (Hizbul-
lah), and suffer another defeat,” refer-
ring to Israel’s 2006 war with Hizbul-
lah.
UNSCR 1747 (2007) stipulates that 
“Iran shall not supply, sell or transfer 
directly or indirectly from its territory 
or by its nationals or using its flag ves-
sels or aircraft any arms or related ma-
teriel, and that all States shall prohibit 
the procurement of such items from 
Iran by their nationals, or using their 
flag vessels or aircraft, and whether 
or not originating in the territory of 
Iran.”

While UNSCR 1929 (2010) placed 
new restrictions on Iranian invest-
ments and banned the sale to Iran 
of certain heavy arms, such as tanks, 
combat planes and helicopters.

With Michigan leading the nation 
in new job growth and the Fed-
eral Reserve projecting Michigan 
is on track to lead all other states 
in job growth over the next six 
months, a growing number of 
Michiganders are seeing the op-
portunities of coming home.
MSNBC this week trumpeted the 
state’s economic growth during 
an interview with Gov. Rick Sny-
der who addressed Congressional 
panels with Michael Finney, Pres-
ident and CEO of the Michigan 
Economic Development Cor-
poration. They appeared before 
Congress to testify on job cre-
ation and how Michigan can serve 
as a role model for other states.

Detroit, Grand Rapids and Lan-
sing all recently ranked in the top 
10 for growth in manufacturing 
and other sectors. Just last week, 
President Obama similarly touted 
Michigan’s national leadership in 
advanced manufacturing and re-
search and development. Bloom-
berg Businessweek also spotlight-
ed the state’s growth.
 They also said spoke of unleash-
ing “the Era of Innovation” by 
empowering talented people 
through the ‘Three Cs: Connect-
ing, Collaborating and Creating.’
 Michiganders who left the state 
and were drawn back by Pure 
Michigan opportunities are fea-
tured in a new Pure Michigan Mi-

Advantage video out today.
“I am who I am because of the ed-
ucation in this state, growing up 
in this state,” notes Jonathan Sey-
ferth, a Central Michigan Univer-
sity graduate who moved to Wy-
oming and was recently drawn 
back. “I wanted to make sure that 
if I had the opportunity to have 
a positive impact, I was going to 
take advantage of that.”
With a renewed focus on at-
tracting and retaining talent, the 
MEDC Talent Team is looking to 
attract talented former residents 
in hard-to-fill or growing fields 
to MichAGAIN. The next event is 
slated for next week in Orlando, 
Fla.
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